SERVICES FOR FEBRUARY 2017
ALDERTON
1st Sun
Feb 5th
4 before Lent

WASHBOURNE

DUMBLETON

9.00 am
P.C. C.W.

10.30 am
Mattins

Green

Readings: Isa. 58 1-9a; 1Cor. 2 1-12, Matt 5 13-20

2nd Sun
Feb 12th
3 before Lent

10.30 am
P.C. C.W.
Mrs R Smith

Green

10.30 am
P.C. C.W

Green

Readings: Gen. 1 1-2.3; Rom. 8. 18-25; Matt. 6 25– 34

4th Sun
Feb 26th
Next before
Lent

10.30 am
P.C. C.W.
M Newman

Green

Readings: Exod. 24 12-18; 2 Pet. 1 16-21; Matt. 17 1-9

Purple

FEBRUARY 2017
9.00 am
P.C. C.W.

9.00 am
P.C. C.W.

6.00 pm
Evensong

9.00 am
H.C. B.C.P.

9.00 am
P.C. C.W.

10.30 am
Mattins

Readings: Gen. 2 15-17, 3 1-7; Rom. 5 12-19; Matt 4 1-11
No Wednesday Evening Prayer Services until March

CHURCHWARDENS
ALDERTON
Mr. M. Newman,, 18 Courtiers Dve, Bishops Cleeve
Mrs. S. Reid, 4 Culls Meadows, Toddington
GREAT WASHBOURNE
Mrs. C. Edelston, 18 Dibden Lane, Alderton
Mrs. J. Kent, Washbourne House, Gt. Washbourne
DUMBLETON
Mr C. Matthews, Yew Tree Cottage, Dumbleton
WORMINGTON
Mr. J .Evetts, Wormington Grange, Wormington
Mrs. A. Piercy, Dairymead, Wormington

01242 675028
01242 621265
01242 620600
01242 620291
01386 881383
01386 584353
01386 584416

(Alderton, Gt. Washbourne, Dumbleton & Wormington)

Vicar: Rev’d N Carter, The Vicarage, Alderton, Tewkesbury, Glos, GL20 8NR
Tel: 01242 620238 email: cdevildodger@aol.com

Readings: Deut. 30 15-20; 1 Cor. 3 1-9: Matt. 5 21-37

3rd Sun
Feb 19th
2 before Lent

1st Sun
March 5th
Lent 1

THE OAK HILL GROUP OF PARISHES
WORMINGTON

As from this month and until we know the future of this Group of Parishes, the foreword
will be provided by Guest Writers
“We make our plans, but the Lord has the last word.”
This paraphrase of Proverbs 19 verse 21 is inscribed on the wall of the church hall in
the village of Stoke Holy Cross in Norfolk, close to where Margaret and I used to live.
Many of us may still be in the honeymoon period of at least some of those New Year
Resolutions we made at the start of 2017. We are more likely to adhere to those which we
realise may be the most potent and effective ones in assisting our own well-being, whether
we interpret ‘well-being’ as physical, emotional, spiritual, or material. For example, in
terms of our physical well-being, we may have resolved to give up smoking, to eat less, or
to eat a more balanced diet. Spiritually, we might have resolved to pray more, or to read
and meditate more in God’s word in the Bible. There is often a tension in our planning
between self-will and God’s will and the problem is that, whereas the former is easily
discerned, the latter requires periods of prayer, meditation and reflection, which are too
easily skated over in a busy daily schedule. Even Jesus found this tension within Himself
at crucial points in His earthly life. In the Garden of Gethsemane, for example, He prayed
that the cup of suffering of His death by Crucifixion might be taken from Him, “yet not My
will, but Yours be done,” He prayed.
The misunderstanding into which many faithful Christians fall is that of presuming that
God’s Will is unique and pre-ordained to every individual life and will lead to a life free of
problems and crises, but the result of holding that belief is that we spend our lifetime trying
to discover God’s Will and, when plans don’t work as expected, presuming that it is we, or
maybe even God, who got it wrong, because we have obviously still not discovered His
Will for our lives. This philosophy is just not Christian, nor is it realistic. It is tantamount
to belief in pre-determination. God in His wisdom gave to us, His children, freedom to
choose in life. Sometimes, like Adam and Eve, we make wrong, or bad choices, which
usually become quickly evident in what follows. Choices we make which accord with
Scripture are more likely to foster our well-being.
It is right and Christian that we should make our plans and make them with due prayer
and reflection, but plans may change suddenly, or gradually, as the result of a phone call, a
ring of the doorbell, a diagnosis, or a misadventure. It is those precise moments of crisis
when God may be most powerfully present. If we allow Him in, He will be with us by His
Holy Spirit in the sudden decisions and revisions we find ourselves having to make to our
plans. It is exactly then that the veil which separates heaven from earth is at its thinnest
and when we may catch the clearest glimpse of God as our Loving Father and Jesus as
our Saviour, arms extended to embrace us.
It is in those circumstances that God our Father may most powerfully make His Will
known to us through Jesus, our Good Shepherd and the Holy Spirit, our comforter.
We cannot know for sure what lies ahead for us in 2017, but we can and should trust
God our Father to show us the next step along the way and to guide where we choose to
place our footsteps, so that they align with His

A wrist-watch I was once given as a present included the following note in its
accompanying information: For best results, keep to the makers’ instructions.’ It is good
advice for life as well.
Steve Carter (Reader).
ALDERTON
Heating. The heating in the Chur ch is fully functional again, following some teething
problems. Many thanks to Steve Bowles and Steve Webb for their perseverance.
The Hedge. Tom Cullimor e has now finished cutting the hedge, and will under take this
on
an annual basis. Many thanks to all for helping to remove the clippings.
The Rev’d Michael Hand. Many thanks to Michael for taking the 10.00 pm Par ish
Communion Service on Christmas Eve, in addition to the Christingle Service earlier in the
month. We are so grateful to him and other clergy who help us with services.
Church Cleaning. Ver y many thanks to the volunteer s on the Cleaning Rota who dur ing
2016 helped to keep the Church looking so clean and well kept. It is very rewarding when
visitors comment on the upkeep of the Church and the flower arrangements. We need more
volunteers to go on the cleaning rota. It is organised for 2 people together to clean church
2 weeks in succession. The more people on the rota the fewer times their turn will come
round in the year! Please speak to Carla if you feel you could help (620600)
Books. J ust a r eminder that ther e ar e a lar ge number of books for sale in the Chur ch
Porch and at the back of the Church at 50p each - there is something for everyone, novels,
fiction, romance, thrillers, travel, science, cookery, sport etc. All proceeds go to Church
Funds.
MOTHERS’ UNION
On January 19th the Branch held its AGM at which the annual accounts were accepted,
reports given and elections taken place. As in previous years it was decided to continue
with Carla as Secretary and Lilian as Treasurer (with Beryl’s help) , and members helping
and giving their support. We now have 14 members.
This month we meet on February16th at Beryl’s house 2.30 pm when we have Anna
Venables, the Deanery Leader, coming along to give us a power-point presentation
We will also decide what donation we will send to the Make a Mothers’ Day Appeal.

GREAT WASHBOURNE
Church Cleaning and upkeep of the Churchyard 2016. Ver y many thanks to all those
on the rota for cleaning the Church and arranging the flowers. Also many thanks to those
who mow the Churchyard and keep it tidy and to all who Open and Close the Church
during the summer months. Your time and help is very much appreciated Visitors often
comment on how well the Church and Churchyard are kept..
Churchyard Tidy up on Satur day 11th Febr uar y starting at 9.00 am We ar e planning
to
cut back some of the trees and generally tidy up, so please come along with your gardening
tools and help us - many hands make light work!!
Lent. Dur ing Lent pr ayer s will be said daily in St. Mar y’s Church as in previous years.
There will be some Lent books in the Church should you wish to use them. Please sign the
rota in the Church for the days you are able to participate. It will start on Ash Wednesday
March 1st.
Great Washbourne Family Fun Quiz in St. Mary’s Church Friday 31st March from
6.30—10.00 pm. As in previous years, this is suitable for all ages and we hope you will

GREAT WASHBOURNE
advance from Jane Kent/Karen Cox (Washbourne) or Carla Edelston (Alderton)
There will be a pay bar and a raffle. All proceeds are for Church Funds.
The Great Washbourne Summer Supper this year will be held on Friday June 23rd
in the garden of Great Washbourne House. Please make a note of the date in your diaries.
DUMBLETON
Coffee mornings at the Cr icket Pavilion on 7th and 21st Febr uar y 10.30 - 12 noon
Open to all who would like to come along.
Creative Cards Craft Morning, St. Peter’s Church on Friday 3rd March 10 am12 noon £5 to include all mater ials and r efr eshments. You’ll be amazed by your artistry.
To book your place, please phone Gail Braham (01386 882092) mobile (07521750087)
or Email: gailbraham@aol.com
R.I.P.
January 5th - John Harry Mitchell -Thanksgiving Service followed by interment of ashes on
January 6th
January 25th - Susan Whybrow
WORMINGTON
Thank You. A big ‘thank you’ to all who donated their old Christmas Cards for the
Cobalt Unit and stamps for Lifeboats
WVS Village Lunch - Monday 20th February 12.noon.
Come and enjoy a sociable two course meal followed by tea/coffee at £5. Open to all.
To be held at Dairymead. Please book by Friday 17th with Angela Piercy 013
KINDLY SPRING
Kindly spring again is here,
Trees and fields in bloom appear;
Hark! The birds with artless lays
Warble their creator’s praise.

Where in winter all was snow,
Now the flowers in clusters grow;
And the corn, in green array,
Promises a harvest-day.
Lord, afford a spring to me,
Let me feel like what I see;
Speak, and by thy gracious voice,
Make my drooping soul rejoice.
On thy garden deign to smile,
Raise the plants, enrich the soil;
Soon thy presence will restore
Life to what seemed dead before

John Newton

